Weekend Sermon Follow-Up Study:
Table Talk:
*Spiritual Conversation Starters for Families

Matthew 26:47-27:26:  Week of March 17, 2013
1. How would you have reacted if you had been with Jesus when he was arrested?

2. Why did Jesus not try to defend himself when he was put on trial before the Sanhedrin?  In what situations in life do we seek to defend ourselves and in what situations do we stay silent?

3. Have you ever had to defend your faith?  What happened?  How can you prepare yourself to have an answer for the hope that you have when others ask in your future (1 Peter 3:15-16)?

4. When have you felt like Peter did when he denied Jesus?  When have you cried out in regret before God?  How did you make a comeback?

5. Have you ever gone along with the crowd only to regret it later?  What happened?  How can you more effectively be your own person and stand up for what is right?

6. With whom do you identify most in the account of Jesus’ trial (Jesus, Pilate, Pilate's wife, the crowd, the chief priests, or Barabbas)? Why?

7. What does Jesus’ actions in his trial reveal about his heart? 
Weekend Sermon Follow-Up Study:

Digging Deeper:

*Sermon Follow -Up Study for Individuals, Couples, & Groups

Matthew 26:47-27:26:  Week of March 17, 2013
1. What kind of Messiah was the large, armed crowd expecting to arrest?  Was the sword-wielding disciple’s expectation essentially the same as theirs? Why or why not?

2. What does Jesus ’response to Judas, the crowd, and the disciple show about the type of Messiah he really is?

3. Who is the Sanhedrin (Jewish court of elders) and what kind of cases are brought before them (Acts 4:1-22)?

4. Why was Jesus taken to the high priest?  Why did Peter follow?  Why would the priests knowingly accept the false evidence?  Why did they present two witnesses (Duet. 19:15)?

5. What is unusual about Jesus’ defense?  Why did he remain silent?  How does he view God's kingdom?

6. Why did the priests think he was guilty of blasphemy?

7. Why did Peter deny Jesus?  Why did Judas betray Jesus?  What can you learn from their mistakes?
8. What was Pilate’s overriding concern in Jesus’ trial?  What was his motive and offering the crowd a prisoner exchange?  How concerned was he that Jesus was innocent?  Who was ultimately on trial here? For what?
